
  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

For  centur ies China stood as a leading c iv i l i za t ion,  outpac ing the res t  o f  the wor ld  in  the 

ar t s  and sc iences,  but  in the 19th and ear ly  20th centur ies,  the count ry was beset  by c iv i l  

unres t ,  major  famines,  mi l i ta ry de feats,  and fore ign occupat ion.  A f te r  Wor ld War I I ,  the 

Communis t s  under MAO Zedong es tab l i shed an autocra t ic soc ia l i s t  sys tem that ,  whi le  

ensur ing China ' s sovere ignty ,  imposed st r ic t  contro ls  ove r everyday l i fe and cost  the  l i ves 

of  tens of  mi l l ions of  people.  Af ter  1978, MAO's  successor  DENG X iaoping and other  

leaders  focused on marke t -or ien ted economic deve lopment and by 2000 output  had 

quadrupled.  For much of  the popula t ion,  l i v ing s tandards ha ve improved dramat ica l l y  and 

the room for  personal  choice has expanded, ye t  pol i t ica l  cont ro ls  remain t igh t .  China s ince 

the ear ly 1990s has increased i t s  g lobal  out reach and par t ic ipa t ion in in te rnat ional 

organizat ions.  

GEOGRAPHY 

Location Eas te rn As ia ,  border ing the Eas t  China Sea, Korea Bay,  Ye l low Sea, and 

South China Sea,  be tween Nor th Korea and V ie tnam  

Area 9,596,961 sq km 

Climate ex t remely d iverse;  t rop ica l  in south to subarc t ic in nor th  

Natural Resources coal ,  i ron ore ,  pe t ro leum, natura l gas,  mercury ,  t in ,  tungs ten,  ant imony,  

manganese,  molybdenum, vanadium, magnet i te ,  a luminum, lead, z inc,  

rare ear th e lements,  uran ium, hydropower potent ia l  (wor ld ' s  la rges t )  

Total Renewable 

Water Resources 

2,829.6 cu km (1999)  

Freshwater 

Withdrawal 
to ta l :  549.76 cu km/yr  (7%/26%/68%)  

per  capi ta:  415 cu m/yr  (2000)  

Natural Hazards f requent  t yphoons (about  f i ve per  year a long southern and eas te rn coas t s ) ;  

damaging f loods;  t sunamis;  ear thquakes;  droughts;  land subs idence  

vo lcanism:  China conta ins some h is tor ical l y  ac t ive  volcanoes inc lud ing 

Changbaishan (a lso known as Ba i toushan,  Baegdu, or P 'aek tu -san) ,  

Hainan Dao,  and Kunlun a l though most  have been re lat ive ly  inac t ive in  

recent  centur ies  

 

Environmental a i r  pol lu t ion (greenhouse gases,  su l fur  d iox ide par t icu lates )  f rom re l iance 

 COUNTRY DATA: CHINA: Information from the CIA World Factbook  



Issues on coal produces ac id  ra in;  water  shortages,  par t icu lar ly in  the nor th;  

water  pol lu t ion f rom unt rea ted was tes;  de fores ta t ion;  es t imated loss  of  

one- f i f th  of  agr icul tura l  land s ince  1949 to soi l  e ros ion and economic 

deve lopment ;  deser t i f i ca t ion;  t rade in  endangered spec ies  

PEOPLE 

Population 1,330,141,295 (Ju ly 2010 est . )  

Ethnic Groups Han Chinese 91.5%, Zhuang, Manchu,  Hui ,  Miao, Uighur ,  Tuj ia ,  Y i ,  

Mongol ,  T ibe tan,  Buyi ,  Dong, Yao,  Korean,  and other  nat ional i t ies  8.5% 

(2000 census )  

Religions Daois t  (Taois t ) ,  Buddhis t ,  Chr i s t ian 3% -4%,  Mus l im 1%-2% 

note:  o f f ic ia l l y  a the is t  (2002 es t . )  

Languages S tandard Chinese or Mandar in (Putonghua,  based on the Be i j ing d ia lect )  

(o f f ic ia l ) ,  Yue (Cantonese),  Wu (Shanghainese ),  Minbe i  (Fuzhou) ,  Minnan 

(Hokkien-Ta iwanese) ,  X iang,  Gan,  Hakka d ia lect s ,  minor i t y  languages ( see 

E thn ic  groups ent ry )  

Literacy Rate 91.6% 

Major Infectious 

Diseases 
degree of  r i sk :  in te rmedia te  

food or  waterborne diseases:  bac ter ia l  d iar rhea, hepat i t i s  A,  and t yphoid 

fever 

vec torborne d iseases:  Japanese encephal i t i s  and dengue fever  

so i l  contac t  d isease:  hantav i ra l  hemorrhagic  fever w i th  renal  syndrome 

(HFRS)  

an imal contac t  d isease:  rab ies 

note:  h igh ly  pathogenic  H5N1 av ian inf luenza has been ident i f ied in th i s  

count ry ;  i t  poses a negl ig ib le  r i sk w i th ex t remely  rare cases poss ib le  

among US c i t i zens who have c lose contact  w i th  b i rds (2009)  

GOVERNMENT 

Type Communis t  s ta te  

Independence 1 October  1949 (People ' s  Republ ic of  China es tab l i shed) ;  notab le  ear l ie r  

dates:  221 BC (un i f ica t ion under the Qin Dynasty ) ;  1 January 1912 (Qing 

Dynas ty rep laced by the Republ ic  of  China)  

Constitution most  recent  promulgat ion 4 December  1982 wi th amendments in  1988, 

1993, 2004 

Legal System based on c iv i l  law sys tem; der ived f rom Sovie t  and cont inenta l  c iv i l  code 

legal pr inc ip les;  leg is la ture  re ta ins  power to inte rpre t  s ta tu tes;  cons t i tu t ion 

ambiguous on jud ic ia l  rev iew of  leg is la t ion;  par ty  organs exerc ise  

author i t y  over  jud ic iary ;  has not accepted compulsory  ICJ jur i sd ic t ion  



ECONOMY 

Agricultural 

Products 

r ice ,  wheat ,  pota toes,  corn,  peanuts,  tea,  mi l le t ,  bar ley ,  apples,  cot ton,  

o i l seed;  pork;  f i sh  

Industries min ing and ore process ing,  i ron,  s tee l ,  a luminum, and other  meta ls,  coal ;  

machine bui ld ing; armaments ;  tex t i les  and appare l;  pe t ro leum; cement;  

chemica ls;  fe r t i l i zers ;  consumer products,  inc lud ing footwear,  toys ,  and 

e lec t ron ics ;  food process ing;  t ranspor tat ion equipment,  inc luding 

automobi les,  ra i l  cars  and locomo t ives,  sh ips ,  and a i rc ra f t ;  

te lecommunica t ions equipment,  commerc ia l  space launch veh ic les ,  

sa te l l i tes  

Import 

commodities 

e lec t r ica l  and other  machinery,  o i l  and minera l fue ls,  opt ica l  and medica l  

equipment,  meta l ores ,  p las t ics,  organic  chemica ls  

Import Partners Japan 12.27%,  Hong Kong 10.06%,  South Korea 9.04%, US 7.66%, 

Ta iwan 6.84%, Germany 5.54% (2009)  

Export 

Commodities 

e lec t r ica l  and other  machinery,  inc lud ing data process ing equipment,  

appare l ,  tex t i les,  i ron and stee l ,  opt ica l  and medica l equipment  

Export Partners US 20.03%, Hong Kong 12.03%, Japan 8.32%, South Korea 4.55%, 

Germany 4.27% (2009)  

Per Capita GDP $6,700 (2009 es t . )  

Population below 

poverty line 

2.8% 

 

*CITATIONS: All information included above is extracted from the CIA World Factbook except where noted. 


